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Guidelines on the Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools in Qualifying Exams, Second-
Year Papers, and Dissertation Research and Writing *

We offer the following guidelines on the use of Al on the double premise that (a) graduate
school provides a rare opportunity to incubate ideas and hone the crafts of research and writing
and (b) that artificial intelligence is a transformative tool and technology that has the capacity to
enhance and improve almost everything we do. We seek at once to protect our core values—to
promote excellence in scholarship among our graduate students and to further their scholarly and
creative development—and to embrace the opportunities of Al.

We stress that the following are guidelines, which should be tailored to meet the needs of sub-
field, cluster, advisor, and advisee. Throughout, the only imperative is to be explicit: to discuss
and disclose clearly and directly.

I. SECOND-YEAR PAPERS AND DISSERTATIONS

In second-year papers and dissertations, the appropriate use of Al tools (e.g., large language
models and other generative text tools [e.g., ChatGPT]) should be negotiated between advisor
and advisee. The following may be taken into consideration:

1. Generally Acceptable Uses

Typically, Al tools may be used to support the research process in limited and clearly defined
ways, including

Generating ideas or brainstorming research questions

Improving clarity, grammar, or organization of writing

Assisting with coding, data organization, or other research tasks not included among
those listed below

2. Guardrails

In conformity with UCI Academic Senate Policy on Academic Integrity, Al tools should not be
used to

Generate text, original arguments, interpretations, or findings presented as one’s own
Generate fake data (e.g., use GenAl tools in lieu of participants)

Upload IRB-protected, confidential data

Fabricate citations, references, or empirical findings


https://docs.google.com/document/d/16w0EicH2R7TAHT-Na66HhsPWMsh0XwNX5sdxalyYIrQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.6vnvesobilzw

3. Disclosure Requirements
Any use of Al tools must be transparently disclosed

e Include a concise statement in the methodology or acknowledgments section describing
how Al tools were used
Specify which tools were used and for what purposes
Confirm that all Al-assisted content has been reviewed, verified, and edited by the author

4. Author Responsibility
The author retains full responsibility for

e The accuracy, originality, and integrity of the second-year paper and/or dissertation
e All claims, analyses, and conclusions presented
e Proper citation of all sources

5. Additional Notes

e We advise students to review journal- and database-specific Al policies (e.g., Add Health
policy on Al and LILM Use).
e Because the landscape continues to evolve, we expect to revisit and update this policy.

I1. QUALIFYING EXAMS

In qualifying exams, the appropriate use of Al tools should be negotiated between the cluster
coordinator and student. We recommend that cluster coordinators communicate their policies in
writing. Sample agreement:

This exam is intended for you to demonstrate your own growing expertise in the field, and we
therefore expect you to create the general structure, individual ideas, and text of the essays. You
may refer to reference materials, such as primary documents and your notes, that reflect your
own engagement with the literature. You may not use tools or resources that substitute for your
own input. For example:

e Some technological tools are appropriate, such as word processing software, automated
spelling/grammar review, reference manager software, and text-to-speech and other
assistive technology.

e The use of LLM and other generative text tools (e.g., ChatGPT) is generally not
allowed. However, please reach out if you believe there is an appropriate use case in
your situation.


https://addhealth.cpc.unc.edu/conditions-of-use/
https://addhealth.cpc.unc.edu/conditions-of-use/

You are ultimately responsible for ensuring your responses are entirely your own. Note that
because this aspect is so important for this task, we may follow up to ask for more details about
your individual process and/or for an oral examination.

* ChatGPT was used to generate ideas for this statement.

Statement on the Use of AI Tools in Graduate Courses

Individual faculty will determine their own policies, as different graduate courses have different
pedagogical aims. However, each graduate course should have an explicit policy. Sample
policies have been developed by Janet DiVincenzo, mainly for undergraduate courses. They may
provide templates for policies in graduate courses.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/183g45nHkRew4N-
b9us5zL.Ckx3SS72bYdQeS36X0OUzySl/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.3aug13pxsd2y



https://docs.google.com/document/d/183g45nHkRew4N-b9u5zLCkx3SS72bYdQeS36XOUzySI/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.3aug13pxsd2y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/183g45nHkRew4N-b9u5zLCkx3SS72bYdQeS36XOUzySI/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.3aug13pxsd2y

