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Nolan Edward Phillips 
 

 
EDUCATION 

 
Currently Doctoral Candidate in Sociology, Expected June 2017 
University of California at Irvine 

Dissertation: “In Case of Emergency, Don’t Break Glass: The Emergency Management Organizational Field as a 
Glassy Regime” 
Committee: Carter T. Butts (chair), Katherine Faust, David John Frank, Evan Schofer 

 
Master of Arts in Social Sciences, August 2010 
University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

Master’s Thesis: “Exploring Convergence and Divergence in National Strategic AIDS Plans” 
 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and Sociology, June 2007 
Emory University, Atlanta, GA 

 Awards/Recognition: Dean’s List Spring 2006; 2004 University Athletic Association academic recognition 
 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 
Organizations and Institutions; Social Networks; Quantitative Methods; Big Data; Emergency Management; Global 
Health; Human Rights 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Journal Articles 

2015 Sutton, Jeannette, C. Ben Gibson, Nolan Edward Phillips, Emma S. Spiro, Cedar 
League, Britta Johnson, Sean M. Fitzhugh, and Carter T. Butts. 2015. "A Cross-Hazard 
Analysis of Terse Message Retransmission on Twitter." Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences 112(48):14793-8. 

 
2013 Frank, David John and Nolan E. Phillips 2013. “Sex Laws and Sexuality Rights in 

Comparative and Global Perspectives.” Annual Review of Law and Social Sciences (9):249-67. 
 
Articles under Review 

2016 Kristen Shorette and Nolan Edward Phillips. “Consequences of the Global Health 
Agenda: The Prevalence of Marquee vs. Neglected Diseases Across the Global South,” 
under review, American Sociological Review 

 
2016 Kristen Shorette and Nolan Edward Phillips. “Dimensions of Embeddedness: Citizen, 

State, and Professional Ties to the Global Health Regime and Cross-National, 
Longitudinal Disparities in Longevity and Mortality,” under review, Social Problems 
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2016 Nolan Edward Phillips. “The Expanding Domain of AIDS and the Categorical 

Diffusion of Multisectoral Institutions to Combat It,” under review, Social Forces 
 
Articles in Preparation 
 

Phillips, Nolan Edward, and Kristen Shorette. “Global Health Institutions: The Case of Cross- National 
Convergence in Child Polio Vaccination Rates.” 

  
Phillips, Nolan Edward and Matthew Pearce. “The Evolution of Health INGO Networks.” 

 
Phillips Nolan Edward, Carter T. Butts, Emma S. Spiro, Jeannette Sutton, Sean M. Fitzhugh, Britta Johnson.  
“Diffusion of Twitter among Emergency Management Organizations.” 

 
 
GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 
 2011   Sociology Graduate Division Fellowship Fall Quarter 
 
 2012   Sociology Graduate Division Fellowship Winter Quarter 

Center for the Study of Democracy Summer Research Assistantship with Evan Schofer 
    Center for the Study of Democracy Summer Fellowship  
    Department of Sociology Summer Fellowship 
 
 2013   Sociology Graduate Division Fellowship Winter Quarter 
    Recipient of Summer Travel Stipend from Center for Law, Society and Culture ($500) 

Joint recipient with Jayson Hunt of Human Rights Fellowship from Berkeley Human 
Rights Center ($4,500) 
Graduate Student Researcher with Tony Smith (Summer 2013; $500) 
Center for the Study of Democracy Summer Fellowship 
Department of Sociology Summer Fellowship ($1,500) 

 
 2014    Graduate Student Researcher with Carter Butts (Winter, Spring and Summer Quarters) 
    Department of Sociology Summer Fellowship ($400) 
 
 
 2015   Graduate Student Researcher with Carter Butts (all Quarters) 

Sociology Departmental Service Award ($100) 
 

 2016   Graduate Student Researcher with Carter Butts (all Quarters) 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS 
  

2016 “The Evolution of Health INGO Networks.” (with Matthew Pearce) Accepted to the 
111th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association; Seattle, WA. August. 

 
“Global Health Institutions: The Case of Cross- National Convergence in Child Polio 
Vaccination Rates.” (with Kristen Shorette) Accepted to the 111th Annual Meeting of 
the American Sociological Association; Seattle, WA. August. 
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“The Evolution of Health INGO Networks.” (with Matthew Pearce) Accepted to the 
Second Future of Worlds Society Conference; Seattle, WA. August. 
 
 “HEROIC:  Hazards, Emergency Response, and Online Informal Communications.” 
(with Sarah Vos, Jeannette Sutton, Carter T. Butts, Sean M. Fitzhugh, Brian Espinoza, 
Emma Spiro, and C. Ben Gibson) Presented at the 41st Annual Natural Hazards 
Workshop; Broomfield, CO. July. 
 
“The Evolution of Health INGO Networks.” (with Matthew Pearce) Presented at the 
36th Annual Sunbelt Conference for the International Network for Social Network 
Analysis; Newport Beach, CA. April. 
 
“Assignment of Emergency Support Functions to Emergency Management 
Organizations in the United States: ERGM GoF Visualizations From Simulations.” 
(with Cedar League, Britta Johnson, Jeannette Sutton, and Carter T. Butts) Presented at 
the 36th Annual Sunbelt Conference for the International Network for Social Network 
Analysis; Newport Beach, CA. April. 
 
“Globalization and Health” invited by Professor Andrea Nicholas for Course: Human 
Biology (Bio Sci N120); University of California at Irvine; March 8. 

 
2015  

“HEROIC:  Hazards, Emergency Response, and Online Informal Communications.” 
(with Sean M. Fitzhugh, Jeannette Sutton, Carter T. Butts, Emma Spiro, C. Ben Gibson, 
Cedar League, and Britta Johnson) Presented at the 40th Annual Natural Hazards 
Workshop; Broomfield, CO. July. 
 
“Assignment of Emergency Support Functions to Emergency Management 
Organizations in the United States.” (with Jeannette Sutton, Sean M. Fitzhugh, Cedar 
League, Britta Johnson, Emma S. Spiro, C. Ben Gibson, and Carter T. Butts) Presented 
at the 35th Annual Sunbelt Conference for the International Network for Social Network 
Analysis; Brighton, United Kingdom. June. 

 
“Globalization and Health” invited by Professor Andrea Nicholas for Course: Human 
Biology (Bio Sci N120); University of California at Irvine; March 12. 

 
2014 "And the Crowd Goes Wild! Protesting the World Cup" (with Jayson Hunt) Presented 

at the Berkeley Human Right Center; Berkeley, CA. November. 
 

“Developing National AIDS Responses.”  Presented at the 109th Annual Meeting of the 
American Sociological Association; San Francisco, CA. August. 

 
 “Global Health Institutions and Disparities in Cross-National Vaccination Rates.” (with 

Kristen Shorette) Presented at the 109th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association; San Francisco, CA. August. 

 
 “Explaining Countries’ Centrality in the INGO Network, 1950-2008” Presented at the 

First Future of Worlds Society Conference; Palo Alto, CA. August. 
 

“Globalization and Health” invited by Professor Andrea Nicholas for Course: Human 
Biology (Bio Sci N120); University of California at Irvine; March 13. 
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 2013    “Global Institutions and the Persistence of Cross-National Health Disparities”  
(with Kristen Shorette) Presented at the 63rd Annual Meeting of the Society for the 
Study of Social Problems; New York, NY. August. 
 
“Advocacy Organization Framing and the 2012 Summer Olympics.”  
(with Jayson Hunt) Accepted to the 108th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association; New York, NY. August. 
 
“Sex Laws and Sexuality Rights in Comparative and Global Perspectives” (with David 
John Frank) Presented at the 108th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 
Association; New York, NY. August. 
 
“Advocacy Organization Framing and the 2012 Summer Olympics.”  
(with Jayson Hunt) Presented at the 84th Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological 
Association; Reno, NV. March. 
 

“And the Crowd goes Wild: The World Cup as a Political Opportunity Structure.” (with 
Jayson Hunt) Presented at the 84th Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological 
Association; Reno, NV. March. 

 
2012 “Culture and Power in Global Health Disparities” (with Kristen Shorette) Presented at 

the 107th Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association; Denver, CA. 
August. 

 
“Exploring the Convergence and Divergence of National Strategic AIDS Plans” 
Presented at the 83rd Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association Annual; San 
Diego, CA. March. 

 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
 Teaching Assistant: University of California, Irvine 

SOC/ANTHRO 10A: Probability and Statistics (Fall 2013) 
 ANTHRO 2A:  Introduction to Cultural Anthropology (Spring 2013)  

POLI SCI 171AW:   Law and Society (Fall 2012) 
  ANTHRO 30A:  Music and Migration (Spring 2012) 
   
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
    

Graduate Student Researcher to Carter T. Butts, Sociology Department, UC Irvine, CA 
Winter 2014 to Present 
 
Research Assistant to Tony Smith, Political Science Department, UC Irvine, CA 
Summer 2013 
 
Research Assistant to Evan Schofer, Sociology Department, UC Irvine, CA 
Summer 2012 
 
Research Assistant to Kathleen Fernicola, Sociology Department, University of Chicago, IL  
Fall 2010-Spring 2011 
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Research Assistant to Elizabeth Griffiths and George Tita, Sociology Department, Emory University, GA 
Fall 2006-Spring 2007  
Acknowledgement in "Homicide in and Around Public Housing: Is Public Housing a Hotbed, a Magnet, or a 
Generator of Violence for the Surrounding Community?" Social Problems 2009 56(3):474-93 
  

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
 Moderator at the 40th Annual Natural Hazards Workshop (2015) 
 

Graduate Student Mentor, Sociology Undergraduate Research and Mentoring Program University of California, 
Irvine (2014 - 2015)  
 
Co-Chair Sociology Graduate Student Associations (Fall 2013 through Summer 2015) 

  Received Departmental Service Award 
 

Mentor to First-Year Graduate Students, Department of Sociology, University of California, Irvine (2013 - 2015)  
  
 Visiting Weekend Coordinator, UC Irvine Department of Sociology (2012) 
 
 Presider at Annual Meeting for the Midwest Association for Public Opinion Research (2010) 
 
 Article Peer Reviewer 
  Human Rights Review 
  PLoS One 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 

American Sociological Association (2011 - Present) 
Pacific Sociological Association (2011 - Present) 
University of California at Irvine, Center for the Study of Democracy (2011 - Present) 
University of California at Irvine, Center for Law, Society and Culture (2013 - Present) 
Natural Hazards Center (2015 – Present) 
International Network for Social Network Analysis (2015 – Present) 
 

	  


