
Edwin Amenta (Ph.D., University of Chicago) political 
sociology, comparative/historical sociology, quantitative 
methodology 

Richard Arum (Ph.D., UC Berkeley) socialization, social 
stratification, organizations, out-of-school development, 
technology, policy

Stanley R. Bailey (Ph.D., UCLA) race & ethnicity, religion, 
latin america 

Nina Bandelj (Ph.D., Princeton University) economic sociol-
ogy, organizations, culture, social networks, comparative 
sociology, europe 

Asia Bento (Ph.D., Rice University) race, ethnicity, inequality, 
economic sociology 

Carter Butts (Ph.D., Carnegie Mellon University) mathemati-
cal sociology, social networks, quantitative methodology, 
human judgment & decision making, economic sociology 

Emily Carian (Ph.D., Stanford University) gender inequality, 
masculinity, male supremacism

Sherelle Ferguson (Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania) 
education, race and ethnicity, social stratification, social 
capital and social networks, qualitative methods

Kelley Fong (Ph.D., Harvard University) education pol-
icy, inequality and poverty, society and politics/policy 
perspectives

David John Frank (Ph.D., Stanford University) globalization, 
sexuality, the natural environment, higher education 

Rachel Goldberg (Ph.D., Brown University) demography, 
health, family, adolescence, migration

Paul Hanselman (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison) 
stratification/inequality, education, quantitative methods, 
treatment effect heterogeneity, data visualization

Ann Hironaka (Ph.D., Stanford University) civil war, culture 
& identity, environment, globalization 

Matt Huffman (Ph.D., UC Santa Barbara) race & gender 
inequality, labor markets, organizations, research methods 

Julia Lerch (Ph.D., Stanford) comparative sociology of educa-
tion, global and transnational sociology, globalization, refugees 
and humanitarian emergencies, international development

David S. Meyer (Ph.D., Boston University) social movements, 
public policy, peace & war, social justice

Andrew Penner (Ph.D., UC Berkeley) gender, inequality, 
education, family, race 

Francesca Polletta (Ph.D., Yale University) political sociology, 
cultural sociology, law, society

Rocío Rosales (Ph.D., UCLA) international migration, 
informal economies, ethnic/immigrant enclaves

Rubén G. Rumbaut (Ph.D., Brandeis University) international 
migration, the “1.5” generation, comparative race & ethnic 
relations, structural inequality, identity, health & mental 
health

David Schaefer (Ph.D., University of Arizona) social 
networks, social psychology, criminology, health, adolescent 
development

Evan Schofer (Ph.D., Stanford University) comparative 
political 
sociology, education, quantitative methods & statistics, 
globalization, environment, organizations

David A. Smith (Ph.D., University of North Carolina) 
world systems analysis, urbanization, development, 
comparative/historical sociology, dependent development 
in east asia 

Sabrina Strings (Ph.D., UC San Diego) race, gender & sexual-
ity, embodiment, sociology of medicine, history of science

Yang Su (Ph.D., Stanford University) social movements & 
collective action, political sociology, china’s political transition 

Edward Telles (Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin) immigra-
tion, race, ethnicity, latin america, latinos

Kristin Turney (Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania) demogra-
phy, family, health, poverty, social support, inequality, life 
course transitions, education

Irene Vega (Ph.D., UCLA) international migration, racial 
group formation, socio-legal studies, educational inequality

Wang Feng (Ph.D., University of Michigan) social demog-
raphy, social inequality in state socialisms, contemporary 
chinese society

 

faculty

sociology graduate program



Programmatic powerhouse. Full finan-
cial aid and funding. Lens-worthy loca-
tion. The reasons students choose the 
UC Irvine School of Social Sciences for 

their graduate pursuits are many. 

Ranked among the top 10 public programs in 
the U.S. (U.S. News & World Report), the UCI 
graduate program in sociology offers students 
six years of guaranteed funding. Scholars in 
the department have a proven record of earn-
ing competitive research funding from na-
tional agencies including the National Science 
Foundation and National Institutes of Health; 
from private foundations including the Russell 
Sage Foundation and Grant Foundation; and 

A top 10-ranked program with research strengths 
in population, family, immigration, and inequality

UCI sociologist Paul Hanselman studies educa-
tional interventions. He’s found that with less 
than one-hour of online training, students can 
expand the way they think about their intel-
lectual abilities and improve their GPAs.

uci sociology

UCI sociology is internationally recognized 
for research and training that supports 
studies across the spectrum of quantitative, 
qualitative and multi-method approaches 
to social issues. Research specialties within 
the department include:
 

• Culture
• Economy, inequality, labor 
   & organizations
• Education
• Gender & family
• Global inequality & change
• Immigration
• Political sociology
• Social movements
• Population
• Race & ethnicity
• Social networks

 
Sociology faculty contribute not only to the 
department and the wider field but also to 
the campus’s interdisciplinary units, pro-
viding leadership and core faculty to the in-
stitutes and centers. Students have an op-
portunity to earn a master’s degree while in 
pursuit of their Ph.D., and are encouraged 
to enroll in interdisciplinary coursework. 

In short, graduate students in sociology at 
UCI join a vibrant, collegial, rigorous aca-
demic program, with instruction from lead-
ing experts in the field, and a collaborative 

atmosphere that fosters success.

Alumni have entered tenure-track positions 
at top research universities, highly compet-
itive post-doctoral positions, and research-
oriented jobs in both the public and private 
sectors. A sampling of recent placements: 

• Boston University
• Google
• Harvard University 
• RAND Corporation
• Tulane University 
• University College London
• UNC Chapel Hill
• University of Tokyo 
• University of Washington 
• U.S. Census Bureau 

If full funding, opportunities to publish, and 
a proven track record of excellence in the 
field are what you’re looking for in a gradu-
ate program, contact us today to learn 
more about UCI sociology. 

David John Frank, Department Chair
frankd@uci.edu | 949.824.1117

Yang Su, Co-Graduate Director
su.yang@uci.edu | 949.824.6800

Jennifer Gerson, Graduate Advisor
jennifer.gerson@uci.edu  | 949.824.4074

09#
best public sociology program in the U.S.
-U.S. News & World Report

01
university doing most 
for the American dream
-New York Times College Access 
Index

01
university for beach lovers
-Money Magazine

01
best value university
-Forbes

socnet@uci.edu   |   949.824.6800   

www.sociology.uci.edu

from campus-level fellowships, such as the 
Public Impact, Fletcher Jones and Chancellor’s 
Club fellowships. 

Faculty in the department publish regular-
ly in the field’s top academic journals, and 
graduate students have incredible opportu-
nities to publish alongside them.

And if that wasn’t enough, the UCI campus 
is located less than 10 miles from Newport 
Beach, is the #1 university doing the most 
for the American dream (New York Times 
College Access Index), and the #1 best val-
ue university in the U.S. (Forbes). And USA 
Today College ranked UCI the #8 place to 
earn a sociology degree.

application 
deadline: dec 1

apply online:
apply.grad.uci.edu/apply




