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V. Critiques and Reviews of Social Networks 
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A. Network Processes and Diffusion 
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University of Chicago Press. 
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Knoke, David.  1990.  Political Networks:  The Structural Perspective.  Cambridge ENG:  Cambridge 
University Press. 
 
Laumann, Edward and Frans Pappi.  1976.  Networks of Collective Action:  A Perspective on Community 
Influence Systems.  New York:  Academic Press. 
 
Padgett, John F. and Christopher Ansell.  1993.  “Robust Action and the Rise of the Medici, 1400-1434.”  
American Journal of Sociology.  98:1259-1319. 
 

D. Population and Immigration 
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E. Personal Networks and Social Support 
 
Blau, Peter M., Danching Ruan, and M. Ardelt.  1991.  “Interpersonal choice and networks in China.”  
Social Forces.  69: 1037-1062. 
 
Bott, Elizabeth. 1955.  “Urban families: Conjugal roles and social networks.” Human Relations 8:345-383. 
 
Fischer, Claude.  To Dwell Among Friends:  Personal Networks in Town and City.  Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press. 
 
Lee, Nancy Howell, 1969.  The Search for an Abortionist. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.   
 



Marsden, Peter. 1987.  “Core discussion networks of Americans.” American Sociological Review 52:122-
131. 
 
Stack, Carol.  1974.  All Our Kin. New York: Basic Books. 
 
Wellman, Barry and Kenneth A. Frank.    2001.  “Network capital in a multilevel world:  Getting support 
from personal communities.”  Chapter 10, pages 233-273 in Nan Lin, Lin, Karen Cook, and Ronald S. 
Burt (eds.) 2001.  Social Capital:  Theory and Research.  New York: Aldine de Gruyter. 
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VII:  Technical Competence 
 

In addition to the topics covered in these readings, you are expected to be technically competent 
in social network analysis.  For example, you should be able to analyze simple one- or two-mode network 
data and identify subgroups within the network, construct and interpret a blockmodel, use and interpret 
centrality and centralization measures,  use and interpret basic graph statistics, and so on.   Although you 
are not required to learn any specific social network analysis program, you should be able to analyze 
network data using the range of techniques that are usually included in a general purpose social network 
analysis package, such as UCINET. 
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